Instructions for test administrators
Graphical Symbols - Association Test 	
according to ISO 9186-3:2014-10	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Test principle 
Testing the association between symbols and meanings given that the respondents are familiar with the meaning of the symbols. To this end, the respondents undergo the process of familiarization with the meanings and their functions. This test method is to prevent the response “Don’t know” from being provided too frequently for symbols with a high technical relevance with respect to the test for comprehensibility according to ISO 9186-1, because the respondents are not familiar with the meanings. The aim is to test symbols that are to be used without supplementary text.
Test preparation
· Familiarization
· A list containing meanings and functions of the symbols to be tested is created by the test administrator.
· This list with meanings and functions is provided to the respondents, who then read and work through the content.
· Once familiar with the list, the respondents are then tested by being shown the list with the meanings sorted in a random order where they must specify their function. The test administrator then decides whether their answers are correct.
· Respondents will only be allowed to participate in the association test once they are familiar with all meanings and functions, and feel confident of being able to reproduce this knowledge.
· Test pages 
· Such as sample pages
· In format A5 minimum
· Symbols 
· One symbol per test page
· 28 x 28 mm or smaller if smaller symbols are used
· In black / white, colour on the outside is also informative, e.g. for safety signs
· Description of use as an image or text
· List with a min. of seven meanings, one of which is correct
· List with meanings always has one “none of the above” entry
· A test series must always contain a test page on which “none of the above” is correct
· Test sets
· Different sequences of test pages
· Test sets and test pages clearly marked
· Respondents
· Must be representative for the target group
· In general must be familiar with the symbols in question.
· Are required to have successfully undergone the process of familiarization
· Min. 25 respondents per symbol and test country from different cultural groups (Asia / Europe) 
Test procedure
1. The respondents successfully undergo the familiarization with the test administrator.
2. The respondents receive a test folder with 
· Instructions,
· Sample pages, 
· Test pages and
· Self-report page.
3. The respondents work through the test folder in accordance with the instructions contained therein.
4. The respondents complete the self-report page.


Test evaluation
· Categorise and count the answers.
	Category
	Meaning

	1
	Correct

	2
	Wrong

	3
	“None of the above” (wrong)

	4
	No response is given


· Record the frequency of incorrectly chosen meanings.
Test result
· ISO 9186-3 merely states that the symbol with the highest percentage in the correct assignment of symbol and meaning is the most recognisable symbol.
· ISO/TC 145 (graphical symbols plus SC) does not provide any details about individual requirements according to this test method.
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